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THE OUACHITA RIVER

The Ouachita River originates in Polk County, Arkansas, near Mena and
flows in a southerly direction about 510 miles to join the Red River approximately
41 miles downstream from Jonesville, Louisiana. The mileage on the Ouachita
River is measured upstream beginning with Mile 0.0 at the confluence of the
Ouachita (called the Black after joining with the Tensas and Little Rivers) and
Red Rivers.

NAVIAGTION

The Corps of Engineers has the responsibility under Congressional
authorizations for planning, design, construction, operation, and maintenance
of facilities for naviagtion, flood control, and related purposes. The Ouachita
has been improved for naviagtion from Camden, Arkansas, to the mouth of
Black River, a distance of 337 miles. The project, provides a continuous
navigation channel 9 feet deep and 100 feet wide, with bend radii not less
than 1000 feet.

The Ouachita River enjoys year-round commerical navigation. A mini-
mum depth of 9 feet is now available from the mouth to about Mile 335. Locks
have channels 84 feet wide and 600 feet long. Reservoirs in the headwaters,
Narrows Dam (Lake Greeson) on Little Missouri River, DeGray Dam (Lake
DeGray) on Caddo River, and Blakely Dam (Lake Ouachita) on the Ouachita
River generate hydroelectric power and the water from these projects improve
the navigability of the Ouachita River.

Normally the minimum flow of the Ouachita River at Arkadelphia below
the confluence of the Caddo River is not less about 400 cubic feet per
second, about 600 cubic feet per second at Calion Lock and Dam and
1200 cubic feet per second at Jonesville Lock and Dam. Naviagtion
depths are maintained year-round and river stages oscillate about 35 feet

=it

Charts covering the navigable portion of the Quachita River may be
obtained from the offices listed below. Orders for charts submitted by mail
should be accompanied by check or money order payable to the "F & A
OFFICER, VICKSBURG DISTRICT"

NAVIGATION CHARTS, CAMDEN, ARK. TO MOUTH OF BLACK RIVER
Price: $22.00 ea., includes shipping and handling

USACE, VICKSBURG
4155 Clay Street
Vicksburg, Mississippi 39180-3435
ATTN: MAP SALES

The latest information concerning navigation aids, or boating regulations and
requirements may be obtained from the following office:

Commander (OAN)
Eight Coast Guard District
Hale Boggs Federal Bldg.
New Orleans, La. 70130-3396
Phone (504) 589-6234

Aerial photography used for Photos No. 1-78 were extracted. The dates this
photography was flown are Jul 2000, Jan 2001, Dec 2001, and Jun 2003. See table
below for gage readings the day of flights.

at Camden and around 25 feet at Monroe; the velocity of the flow from 0.5 LOCATION GAGEHW/TW | POOL ELEVATION | RIVERMILE | PHOTOGRAPHY DATE
to 3.5 miles per hour.
ACME 0.68 - 0.0 JAN 2001
BRIDGE DIAGRAMS JONESVILLE LOCK AND DAM 34.0/4.0 34.0 25.0 JAN 2001
Vertical Clearences on Bridge Diagrams are from Normal Pool Elevation. COLUMBIA LOCK AND DAM 52.0/34.0 52.0 117.0 JUL 2000
MONROE 31.05 - 168.6 DEC 2001
COVER
FELSENTHAL LOCK AND DAM 65.0 / 52.0 65.0 to 70.0 226.9 JUN 2003
The cover is a photograph of MV Anne Blake in the early morning
. . . H. K. THATCHER LOCK AND DAM 77.0/65.0 77.0 281.9 JUN 2003
'smoke' near River Mile 159. The Anne Blake is owned and operated by
Martin Midstream Partners of Molbile, Alabama. CAMDEN 71.69 . 332.8 JUN 2003
SHEET A
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BEFORE YOU WEIGH ANCHOR WHILE NAVIGATING
Small boat operators should have a working knowledge of Avoid nav1gat.1ng cl.ose to Plle or rock structures. Itis pa-rtlclarly
. o . hazardous to navigate immediately upstream or off end of dikes.
the basic maritime rules and regulations. Rules of the road - S dike end b d and not visibl
"Navigation Rules, International-Inland" contains the Inland ome dike ends are submerged and not visibie.
Navigation Rules Act of 1980. Th bli btai i
AVIZation RWes Ak of 178 © PUDTIIC can ObTaiil Copies Yield the right-of-way to all large commercial tows. It is impossible
from the government printing office by calling 202-512-1800 or )
e . for tows to maneuver to any degree or stop, due to the swift current
writing: Superintendent of Documents, P. O. Box 371954, d h I wherein th limited t ¢
Pittsburgh, PA. 152507954, and narrow channel wherein they are limited to operate.
The law requires Coast Guard approved life jackets for all Av?ld navigating in the vicinity of construction work or dredging
. . operations.
passengers. Be water wise and wear yours while afloat.
Maintain all required equipment in ship-shape condition. o+ Avoid bridge piers since the river is very swift and turbulent around
Check State and Federal laws. em.
Equip your boat with a first aid Kit. Beware of sand bars, drift and snags when operating out of the
buoyed channel.
D t 1 t. R th
0 MOT OVErPOWET or over oad your poa emember, the Observe all port regulations. Navigate in the vicinity of port areas
number of seats does not indicate capacity. . .
with caution.
Al inf th f ting intenti -
Ways miorm another person o your boating intentions Always stay alert for other boats, fisherman, and partly submerged
where you are going and when you intend to return. Stay ashore )
. . logs. Be courteous, watch your wake. Travel in the buoyed channel.
in threating weather.
' .
Obey all fire safety rules when filling with gasoline. Gasoline Don’t anchor in a buoyed channel.
losi ing heavier th ir will settle in th
vapors are explosive, and being heavier than air will settle in the If your boat capsizes or swamps, hang on to it. Do not try to swim
lower parts of a boat. . .
to shore. "Swim'" the capsized boat toward safety.
Land your craft headed upstream when operating in the current of
the river. Downstream landings are dangerous in swift current.
SHEET B
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LOCKING PROCEDURE FOR PLEASURE CRAFT

Head your boat directly for the lock, not the spillway section.
Signal for lockage by pulling the designated chain located near
the ends of approach walls.

If other vessels are at the lock awaiting lock age, it is not
necessary to signal.

Remain at a safe distance from the lock until the lock is ready
to receive vessels.

Wait for the traffic signal light to turn green and for the
Lockmaster's horn signal before entering the lock.

Before entering the lock, take postition to the rear of any
vessels or rafts that precede your boat.

Be alert for any vocal instructions from the Lockmaster
during lockage.

After the water level has been raised or lowered, wait for a
horn signal before casting off and leaving the lock.

=it

FEES AT CORPS RECREATION AREAS

$3.00 per day to use a boat launching ramp

$1.00 per day per person to use a swimming beach,
maximum $4.00 per vehicle per day

Annual Pass for Day User Fees - $30.00

Annual Pass may be purchased from Louisiana Field Office,
Monroe, LA (318) 322-6391.

SHEET C
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AIDS TO NAVIGATION
AIDS TO NAVIGATION AS SEEN PROCEEDING DOWNSTREAM

The Coast Guard has the responsibility of maritime law CHART DAYMARKS AS SEEN ON BANK CHART
enforcement, providing navigational aids to maritime commerce, SYMBOLS SYMBOLS
saving life and property, and for the promotion of small boat LEFT BANK RIGHT BANK
safety on navigable waters by virtue of the Federal Boating Act
of 1958. , NAVIGATION NAVIGATION ,

LIGHT LIGHT

Aids to navigation on the Ouachita-Black Rivers are
maintained by the Coast Guard from Camden, Ar. to the mouth. WHITE OR RED LIGHTS WHITE OR GREEN LIGHTS
The aids include lights, daymarks and unlighted buoys. The DOUBLE FLASH DOUBLE FLASH

. EVERY 4 SECONDS EVERY 4 SECONDS
daymarks and the buoys have reflectors or reflector material
to increase nighttime visibility. - -
# 7 ) I,

Green can buoys mark the right-hand side of the channel Yy 4
and red nun buoys mark the left-hand side of the channel as PASSING DAYMARK PASSING DAYMARK
observed looking downstream. Vessels running at cruising
speeds should be navigated in the channel marked by the buoys,
giving the buoys a wide berth in passing. Buoys are moored to $ <>
a sinker by a cable. The length of cables vary, in some cases
being several times the depth of the water which allows them
to swing or yaw about under the influence of the current or drift CROSSING DAYMARK CROSSING DAYMARK
snagged on the cable. Also, buoys may be shifted out of position
resulting from high water, drift, or other accidental causes.

LEGEND

Bridges are lighted for nighttime navigational safety.
Piers display the warning red light, while navigable channel
spans are marked with a green light.

U.S. HIGHWAY _ ___________ _ ___ ]

=it

LEGEND (continued)

RIVER MILEAGE

NO ANCHORGE AREA

RECREATION AREA

MARINA

NORMAL WRECK, SUNKEN HAZARD
LOCK & DAM NAME NAVI{;E; ION POOL STATED NUMBERED | T T e
ELEVATION
MOORING CELLS
BRIDGE PIERS -t
COMMERCIAL DOCK S
H.K . THATCHER OVERHEAD POWER CROSSING = -====—=—  ~—77=7=777777777
LOCK AND DAM 281.9 77.0'
BOAT HOUSES = —
FELSENTHAL OVERHEAD TELEPHONE CROSSING
LOCK AND DAM 226.9 65.0' to 70.0' SAILING LINE —_
OVERHEAD PIPELINE CROSSING Sememe= 0 To T Tm e e s e e e T
COLUMBIA
LOCK AND DAM 11700 52-0 SUBMARINE CROSSING -------------------------
JONESVILLE
LOCK AND DAM 25.0 34.0" LEVEE
SHEET D
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[4] OUACHITA RIVER TERMINAL

m ARKANSAS POWER & LIGHT CO.

"/ A
UTILITY CROSSINGS
NUMBERS [MILES| TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION | yommial SsciteBey OWNER
@ 327.6 | OVERHEAD POWERLINES (2) ARKANSAS POWER & LIGHT CO.
@ 328.4 | SUB. PIPELINE (3) ARKLA ENERGY RESOURCES )
® 329.4 | OVERHEAD POWERLINE ARKANSAS POWER & LIGHT CO. Outfall Pipe =~ :
@ 329.4 | OVERHEAD TELEPHONE ARK & LA PIPELINE CO
A\Y A\ // Utlllty
CAMDEN RIVER FRONT PUBLIC ACCESS
ARKANSAS FISH & GAME COMMISSION
OUACHITA BRADLng
COUNTY
% 1
1,000 0 1,000 2,000 200 0 200 400 600 800 1,000 0 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 SCALE = 1:15,000 MAP NO 2
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